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WASHINGTON HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
 

Regular Scheduled Meeting 
Tuesday, February 1, 2022 – 6:00 PM 

I. Opening of the meeting 

1. Newly Appointed Member Swearing Oath of Office 

II. Invocation 

III. Roll call  

IV. Approval of Minutes – Tuesday, January 4, 2022 

V. Old Business  

2. A request has been made by Vickie Desourdy, owner of Lane Blue located at 129 E Main 
St, for a Certificate of Appropriateness to alter the façade. 

VI. Certificate of Appropriateness  

A. Major Works 
1. A request has been made by Karen & Todd Fitzpatrick, owners of 507 E 2nd St, for a 

Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of an EZ access vertical lift located at the 
front of the house. 

2. A request has been made by Ronny & Joan Cottle, owners of 209 E Main St, for a Certificate 
of Appropriateness for the construction of a 12’ x 12’ accessory structure in the rear yard. 

B. Minor Works 
1. A request has been made by Courtney Everette with Delcor, for the owners of 214 N Harvey 

St, for a Certificate of Appropriateness for an HVAC change-out. 

2. A request has been made by Maurice Bridgman, owner of 318 Water St, for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the repair/replacement of rotten wood siding. 

3. A request has been made by Courtney Everette with Delcor, for the owners of 156 W Main 
St, for a Certificate of Appropriateness for an HVAC change-out. 

4. A request has been made by Regina Little with Little’s Heating and Air, for the owners of 
711 E Main St, for a Certificate of Appropriateness for an HVAC change-out. 

VII. Other Business 

1. Public Hearing-Prevention of Demolition by Neglect hearing for 238 E 2nd Street 

VIII. Adjourn 
 



 
 
 

MINUTES 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Regular Scheduled Meeting 

Tuesday, January 4, 2022 – 6:00 PM 

 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 

 

II. Invocation 

o A moment of silence was taken. 

III. Roll Call 

o Staff took a silent roll call.  All members were present except for Vice-Chairwoman Scarlett 
Boutchyard. 

IV. Approval of Minutes – Tuesday, December 07, 2021 

o Chairman Craigie asked if anyone had any changes or corrections to the minutes. There were 
none.  

o Chairman Craigie asked for a motion to approve the minutes.  

 Elizabeth Stallings made the motion to approve the December 07, 2021 minutes. Kathy Burdi 
seconded the motion. All present members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The minutes 
were approved. Record of the vote below. 

 

 Record of the vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Scot Craigie  
--- --- Scarlett Boutchyard    
X  Kathy Burdi 2nd the Motion 
X  Elizabeth Stallings Made the Motion 
X  Marian Booth   
X  Beth Casey  
--- --- Vacant Seat  

Members Present 
Scot Craigie – Chairman 
Kathy Burdi 
Elizabeth Stallings 
Beth Casey 
Marian Booth 
 

Members Not Present 
Scarlett Boutchyard – Vice-Chairwoman 

 
 

Others Present 
Mike Dail, Director of Community and Cultural Services 

Domini Cunningham, Historic Preservation Planner 
Holli Y. Tetterton, Administrative Support Specialist 
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V. Old Business 

1. A request has been made by Vickie Desourdy, owner of Lane Blue located at 129 E Main Street, 
for a Certificate of Appropriateness to alter the façade. 

 The applicant did not show to represent her request. The Commission did not discuss or 
vote on this item.  

VI. Certificate of Appropriateness 

A. Major Works 

o Staff swore in Daniel Richardson, Kevin Hardy, Ron Ferguson, Michael Weldin, James Nevel, 
Barbara Buckalew, and Andy Olsen. 

1. A request has been made by Daniel & Jennifer Richardson, owners of 305 Water Street, for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of a Tesla solar roof. 

o Mr. Richardson, like many people, we believe that solar energy is an important part of our 
future for energy needs. Solar cells and solar panels have been getting more efficient, and the 
prices have been coming down, but they still typically look terrible. That is not something we 
want to plaster on top of our roof. We live in the historic district and we feel that it is very 
important to do everything we can to maintain the character. The Tesla solar roof is something 
new. Tesla has come up with a lot of great innovations in terms of electrical technology. The 
solar roof is one of them. Instead of solar panels that bolt on the roof, these are actually tiles 
that are laid down like a conventional tiled roof. They snap together and that is how they make 
it work. It doesn’t look exactly like a slate roof, but it has come a long way. There is nothing that 
should stand out. They maintain the same look of the house. Not all the tiles put down are solar 
tiles. They have filler tiles, but they are the same so everything matches. I think this technology 
is going to be a bellwether. I think you will be seeing a lot more people, as time goes on, 
wanting to put solar roofs on their houses.  

o Chairman Craigie, it looks very nice compared to the regular solar panels. Where will the 
converters be? Mr. Richardson, Tesla has what they call power walls. They are like large 
batteries that are about four feet tall by three feet wide. You can put them on the outside of the 
house or put them in the basement. Our plan is to put them in the garage.  

o Ms. Burdi, will the solar roof go over the existing roof or will you replace the existing roof? Mr. 
Richardson, they will take the standard tiles off and just lay down the solar tiles.  

o Ms. Burdi, do you know how long the battery life is? Mr. Richardson, it varies. I think if it’s fully 
charged it will go for two or three days. That is with no energy coming in. You can have more 
than one power wall hooked together.  

o Ms. Stallings, are the comparison pictures you provided, are they actual pictures of your old roof 
and new roof? Mr. Richardson, those are not our roof. They are pictures provided to us by Tesla. 
Ms. Stallings, will it be the same look color-wise? Mr. Richardson, yes that will be the same roof. 
Right now, they only make one roof that looks like slate. Ms. Stallings, according to these 
pictures the roof isn’t really visible.  

o Ms. Casey, will you just be doing the top part of the roof and not the porch? Mr. Richardson, our 
front porch has a metal roof and that will remain. I do have a roof over the back porch up on the 
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second floor and I would like to put some solar cells on that. It is just below the top one so you 
can’t really see it either.  

o Ms. Burdi, do you expect it to power your house detached from other sources? Mr. Richardson, 
I am working on Tesla with that right now. It will certainly make a big dent in things and 
conceivably come close. 

o Ms. Burdi, how long will the battery itself last? Mr. Richardson, they are saying ten to fifteen 
years. The roof is twenty-five years plus. It is rated for storms and tremendous winds. It is more 
durable than the average roof.  

o Ms. Booth, will it be a problem replacing the roof? Mr. Richardson, no they will just take off the 
existing outer roof and lay the tiles like they would a regular roof.  

o Ms. Booth, is there a home that already has this roof? Mr. Richardson, not in the area. It is new 
technology. Ms. Booth, you would be the first. Chairman Craigie, it will be the first in our area. 
There are some that have been installed in other locations.  

o Chairman Craigie asked if the Commission had any more questions. There were none.  

o Chairman Craigie opened the public hearing and asked if anyone would like to speak for or 
against this request. There were no comments. 

o Chairman Craigie closed the public hearing. 

o Chairman Craigie brought it back to the table for the Commission to discuss.  

o Ms. Casey, are you familiar with any other historic districts that have allowed this? Chairman 
Craigie, Sag Harbor historic district in East Hampton New York has approved it.  

o Ms. Stallings, the house itself was built in 2015. Chairman Craigie, yes, they are already using 
modern materials.  

o Ms. Burdi, by permitting this, would it open the door for historic homes to use it? Chairman 
Craigie, it would be on a case-by-case basis. Ms. Stallings, to me the fact that this is a modern 
home built in 2015 using modern materials and the fact that it is not a contributing house is 
what makes me comfortable. I think it would be a different situation if it was a different type of 
house.  

o Chairman Craigie asked for a motion. 

 Elizabeth Stallings made a motion that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Daniel & Jennifer Richardson to make the above changes on 
the property located at 305 Water Street. The motion is based on the following Findings of 
Facts: the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Standards specifically, 3.5 – Roof. Additionally, this Certificate of Appropriateness is granted 
based on the fact that it is a modern home built in 2015. Kathy Burdi seconded the motion.  
All present members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed. Record of the vote 
below. 

 

 Record of the vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Scot Craigie  
--- --- Scarlett Boutchyard   
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X  Kathy Burdi 2nd the Motion 
X  Elizabeth Stallings Made the Motion 
X  Marian Booth   
X  Beth Casey  
--- --- Vacant Seat  

 

 
2. A request has been made by Gil Davis, owner of 735 W 2nd Street, for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for the construction of a 10’x14’ accessory structure with a 10’x10’ open and 
covered area on the side, in the rear yard.  

o Mr. Hardy, I am here on behalf of Gil Davis. They just want an outdoor accessory structure to 
have a place to put garden tools and the lawnmower. To my knowledge, there has never been 
an outbuilding on that property. Both neighboring properties have them. Most buildings in the 
historic district have an outbuilding of some sort in the backyard. We’re proposing a four-inch 
concrete slab with half-inch rebar. Our setbacks are five feet. We’re going to be closer to five 
feet six inches on each side. We have a 15-foot height restriction to the ridge. We’re only going 
to be about 10 feet six inches. It will have T111 siding with 25-30 year architectural shingles. I 
built on Ocracoke Island for twenty years. It will have a lot of anchors into the concrete with 
half-inch threaded rod into the rebar. It will have rafter tie straps over the six by six. It will be 
completely pressure-treated lumber, except for the T111 and six by six posts.  

o Ms. Stallings, will it be visible from the street? Mr. Hardy, no.  

o Chairman Craigie, it looked like there was a privacy fence there. Mr. Hardy, I just built a gate 
there. There was one eight-foot section from the neighboring fence to the side of the house. 
Before that, if you were just right, you may have been able to see it through the trees. But the 
way it is now, it will not be visible.  

o Ms. Booth, I see the residence was built in the 1900s. Mr. Hardy, yes, it is a beautiful home.  

o Chairman Craigie asked if the Commission had any more questions. There were none. 

o Chairman Craigie opened the Public Hearing and asked if anyone would like to speak for or against 
this request. There were no comments.  

o Chairman Craigie closed the Public Hearing.  

o Chairman Craigie brought it back to the table for the Commission to discuss.  

o Chairman Craigie asked for a motion.  

 Kathy Burdi made a motion that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to Gil Davis to make the above changes on the property located at 735 W 2nd 
Street. The motion is based on the following Findings of Facts: the application is congruous 
with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Standards specifically, 3.12 – Outbuildings 
and Accessory Structures, 5.2 – Residential Construction. Beth Casey seconded the motion.  
All present members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed. Record of the vote 
below. 

 
 Record of the vote:  

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Scot Craigie  
--- --- Scarlett Boutchyard   



(Tuesday, January 4, 2022, HPC Meeting)                                                                                                                                                                                 Page 5 of 15  

X  Kathy Burdi Made the Motion 
X  Elizabeth Stallings  
X  Marian Booth   
X  Beth Casey 2nd the Motion 
--- --- Vacant Seat  

 

B. Minor Works 
o No Commission action is required.  

o Chairman Craigie asked if there were any questions or comments. There were none.  

VII. Other Business 

1. Public Hearing for 238 East 2nd Street - Prevention of Demolition by Neglect 

o Kathy Burdi asked to be recused from this case.  

 Elizabeth Stallings made a motion to recuse Kathy Burdi from this item due to her proximity 
to and knowledge of the case. Marian Booth seconded the motion.  All present members 
voted, 4 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed. Record of the vote below. 

 
 Record of the vote:  

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Scot Craigie  
--- --- Scarlett Boutchyard   
--- --- Kathy Burdi  
X  Elizabeth Stallings Made the Motion 
X  Marian Booth  2nd the Motion 
X  Beth Casey  
--- --- Vacant Seat  

o Staff, this case is for 238 East Second Street. As you know, we've been tracking this for prevention 
of demolition. In January of 2021, the Historic Preservation Commission identified this as one of 
the properties that they wanted to approach for prevention of demolition. The building inspector 
went out there in late May to inspect the property and made note of a number of issues that are 
on the property. A notice was sent out to the property owner in early June, identifying those 
issues. The property owner was responsive to that notification and submitted a Minor Works COA 
to make repairs to the front porch and the window. Through the summer, up until a couple of 
months ago, the property owner had made efforts to do those changes. Within the last two 
months, work has stopped on that COA. This prompted the next phase of the prevention of 
demolition, which is to get the property owner before the Historic Preservation Commission to 
explain their current situation and for the Commission to have an opportunity to review the 
property as to the current situation and their future plans for the property. With that, I believe 
the property owner is here. Mr. Ron Ferguson, if you will, please give a statement. 

o Mr. Ferguson, good evening to the board. I guess the first thing I need to talk about is why I 
haven't gotten things done.  I don't want to give you excuses. I want to give you reasons. There's 
a difference between the two. I've never tried to deceive anybody on this. I'm a professional. 
I'm an engineer. My wife and I purchased the property about two and a half years ago; she was 
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a native of Washington. We decided to retire down here. I liked people that I met at her class 
reunions and stuff. It seems like a friendly town and a nice place to retire. Unfortunately, my 
wife had contracted cancer. My neighbors knew about this. I've told everybody about this. I 
tried to get to know my neighbors, but I respect their privacy too. Some neighbors I got to know 
well and some neighbors I didn’t. In the last two months, she died. She died on November 15. 
I've been kind of caught up with having to deal with that aspect of that. I have gone out to the 
house and I've placed a brace out there because of the column that needs to be replaced on the 
corner. I've got the wood for it. I have talked with a person about actually coming in and doing 
some work. But they kept saying stuff and things kept changing on doing the work. I decided to 
go in and do that part of it myself. I talked to the inspections department and they told me I 
need to make sure I got a simpson strap on there when I replace that column. I'm going to go 
ahead and put simpson straps on all of the columns. It's a very simple procedure; it just needs to 
be done. I have proof, if you want to see, of her death, so you know I'm not trying to sell you 
some kind of story here. Chairman Craigie, what is this proof of? Mr. Ferguson, this is proof of 
my wife's death and what she had died from. Multiple myeloma is a very painful cancer. She 
was not able to get up and even become mobile. She needed me to be there for her during that 
time. On times that she was able to, she was willing to get in the car and sat in the car the whole 
time while I was able to take care of some complaints about the yard. The grass needed to be 
mowed, and some things had grown up. And there's a little bit more story behind all that, but I 
don't want to get into all that. I want to try to present this in a positive manner here as much as 
I can. And to be blunt about it, my wife's dead now. So, I don't have that restraint on having to 
take care of her look after her to keep me from being able to do work on the home. That part 
has changed. I don't know if something here has been predetermined. My understanding from 
talking with Staff is that I just need to be able to come in front of the Board and let y'all know 
what has occurred and what my plans are for the future. I did secure a building permit in order 
to go in and make repairs to the porch. And I have every intent on being able to do that within 
the timeframe. I didn't know on the permit that I do have posted on my home on the porch that 
just says on there about repairing the porch. But I've been trying to get to that part of repairing 
that part of the house because it's the part that everybody sees right there in the front. There is 
a non-historic sliding glass door that the previous owner tried to pass off as a window. It's not 
appropriate. I've been hunting, I've got people that are going out there hunting, to try and find a 
window that would replace that. But I think, from the damage and stuff I've seen, that the frame 
probably needs to be replaced in there also. If I can't locate a window, using all resources, then 
just go in and put the framing as if it's a wall on a temporary basis until I can replace it. But 
again, I was told that I will be given six months to make that repair. So is there something that's 
changed here?  

o Chairman Craigie, I guess what's changed is the fact that you purchased the home in 2019 and 
there has been really zero repair done to the home. Mr. Ferguson, I've had the tarp placed on 
the back on top of the roof in order to be able to keep any further damage done from that. 
Chairman Craigie, it is not attached anymore or is flopping around. I don't think it's protecting 
the home at all. Mr. Ferguson, seriously? I wasn't aware that it had come loose. 

o  Chairman Craigie, first of all, I'd like to say I'm sorry about your wife. When was she diagnosed 
with cancer? Mr. Ferguson, about the time that we had purchased the home I believe, or maybe 
a little before that. But we had no idea when she was going to become immobile requiring me 
to be there all the time. She broke her collarbone also, during the time, and was unable to have 
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anything done to the collarbone because of this type of cancer. It's pretty bad. You know what it 
does to the body and stuff and I had to physically be there to lift her up at times, you know, to 
help her be able to even move to go somewhere.  

o Chairman Craigie, I believe what's changed is I guess the city ordinance and city has evaluated 
the home and it is in quite a disrepair. Mr. Ferguson, well, I mean, I've gotten termite treatment 
done on that. There was never any intention to not work on the house. I've moved a lot of 
furnishings and stuff within the house with the whole idea of anticipation of that. But again, 
with my wife's cancer, it was kind of hard to be able to get around to do all that stuff. It's not 
like I'm just sitting around trying to do something else instead. We were both on disability. But 
we still had the money to be able to do that and I've also got money now to be able to work on 
the home or be able to get contractors on other parts of it once I go ahead and finish up that 
front corner myself. That front part of the porch and the roof of that. So, it depends on how you 
look at this. If you want to go ahead and just dismiss this, I'm not trying to hide behind her 
cancer, okay, I'm just saying I had to be there for her. I did not anticipate any of that I didn't 
know that this cancer was going to do this to her. I had no idea that it was when it was going 
come and stuff. There's never been any bad intent.  

o Chairman Craigie, we're here because the whole purpose of this was to prevent demolition. 
You've been notified quite a few times. Mr. Ferguson, right, and, you know, again, I've gotten 
the permit work on the porch, and, you know, had started to do work on that. 

o  Ms. Stallings, I appreciate how much it took out of your life to take care of your wife. I 
understand that. I guess the other part of this is, for us to hear you and to hear your plan. 
Looking at the checklist from June, you've talked about a problem on the porch that certainly 
needs to be propped up, but the checklist indicates just about everything that could need to be 
fixed needs to be fixed. Now that you are looking at this, and you can devote your time and 
energy to it, what kind of a plan or a timeline are you thinking of? Basically, this checklist from 
June looks like one after another that really needs to be implemented in order for this to be 
livable. Mr. Ferguson, I lived in Raleigh. I have a house up there paid for. We moved down to 
Greenville to an apartment. That’s the closest we could find during COVID. There was hardly 
anything around here available. And I had to have something that was wheelchair accessible for 
my wife. So we did move to Greenville, that's $1,000 a month I wasn't having to pay before, to 
live closer so that I would be able to have quicker access to Washington. That's one of the 
efforts that I've made in order to be able to try to get something done.  

o Ms. Booth, is the house livable at all? Chairman Cragie, no.  

o Ms. Stallings, do you have a timeframe of how long it will take to get all of this done? Mr. 
Ferguson, I had Staff resend me the checklists that he had. With everything going on, with me 
moving things from the house to the apartment, I've had so much stuff packed up that I just 
really don’t have accessibility to all the paperwork and stuff. But then it turns out that my 
Chromebook doesn't support some of the window options now. So I wasn't able to open and 
look at that to go in and fully do that. But the porch was the main thing, I believe that was on 
there. And I've started work on that. I have a person that is able to replicate the siding that's on 
the side of the house. Any siding that needs to be replaced, I can go ahead and have him do 
that. I just have to find out what my minimum order is going to be in order to be able to have 
him go ahead and start doing that. I don't want to have him run off a whole bunch of it and not 



(Tuesday, January 4, 2022, HPC Meeting)                                                                                                                                                                                 Page 8 of 15  

be used. Although there are a lot of places where the siding really does need to be replaced on 
the house.  

o Ms. Stallings, my concern would be that we are getting into a continual continuation. Mr. 
Ferguson, but things are changing. It's not the same situation. I don't have my wife.  

o Chairman Craigie, do you have people lined up to start working on the home or are you talking 
about yourself? Mr. Ferguson, well, I’m talking about doing the stuff that is just in the front. And 
then the other things as needed. I mean that replacing the doors that go up under the house, 
that is simple construction right there. If there's some kind of strict time restriction that needs 
to be put on this in order for me to do it and I have to get contractors to do it just because of 
the amount of work, I'll do that. You know, that's not a problem. I just need to be able to, you 
know, get a list of good contractors that are available in this area. I've talked to people that have 
been doing work in the area. There's a lot of work that's been done and I've talked to people 
that do the work. I just haven't found the people. Chairman Craigie, have you reached out to 
anyone since June? Mr. Ferguson, I've talked to somebody that is local, he doesn't have his 
contractor license, but he does a lot of work. He's done a lot of roofing work right in our 
neighborhood and stuff. And I was trying to get him, but I just kept getting some different 
stories from him. He doesn't seem to be available. The last time I called he didn't return my call. 
But I've got the money to be able to pay the contractors, that's not a problem. It's just being 
able to see what needs to be lined up to be done and get it done.  

o Chairman Craigie, do you plan to start with the roof first? There are holes in the roof. Mr. 
Ferguson, I know there is the part where I have the tarp over it. I’m trying to find out if I need to 
retain the material that is there or if I need to tear everything down. I really haven't gotten that 
because my focus is on the front of the house that everybody sees and makes the most impact 
on the neighborhood. 

o Chairman Craigie, the house has been sitting there since you purchased it over two years. Again, 
I'm sorry about your wife, but if you were planning on getting contractors that could be done at 
the same time. Mr. Ferguson, it seems a lot simpler when you put it that way. It just hasn't been 
that way. Chairman Craigie, every day that goes by it deteriorates that much faster, and your 
house is at that point. Mr. Ferguson, well, it hasn't ever been to the point that I haven't tried to, 
it's just that I haven't been really successful with that, you know, I have been overwhelmed and 
I'm not overwhelmed anymore. Things have changed. Chairman Craigie, so what do we see 
tomorrow or the next day, if we do give you a continuation. Mr. Ferguson, the column being 
replaced that's in there. I already have a methodology for being able to remove the existing one 
and put a new one in place. I have the wood. I actually have the wood in my apartment to go 
ahead and cut it there. I just haven't done it because well this. Chairman Craigie, is this the 
column that's holding it up? Mr. Ferguson, it’s in the corner. It is the column that's on the front 
porch in the corner. The way everything's cantilevered in there, if that column was not there, it 
would start sagging down. 

o Chairman Craigie, the report says that the roof on your front porch is sagging where the porch 
roof meets the house, not the front column. It’s sagging inward where it meets the house. Mr. 
Ferguson,  there is wood that has been deteriorated there from a broken gutter. Water has come 
down there and caused damage. I have to go in there and pull up the shingles. I was going to try 
to find somebody to come in there and maybe put a metal roof. But for right now, I’m just going 
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to try to pull up and fix that roof where it’s got a depression area. The whole corner is rotted out 
and needs to be replaced. That’s what I’m trying to work on.  

o Chairman Craigie, and you have a brick foundation that is crumbling? Mr. Ferguson, there are 
some spots where I need to have a mason come in 

o Chairman Craigie, how are the sills on the house? Mr. Ferguson, I really don’t know. 

o Chairman Craigie, that is what we are saying. This is our point as to why we are here. There is 
quite a bit of damage or deterioration. Mr. Ferguson, there is a lot of work that has to be done to 
the house. I know that and I knew that at the very beginning when we bought the house. This is 
my first time coming along and doing something like this. Chairman Craigie, this is your first time? 
Mr. Ferguson, I’ve never restored a home before.  

o Ms. Booth, have you created a timeline and spoken with Staff about the timeline? When do you 
plan to start? Mr. Ferguson, I’m planning to start this week. I’ve had the wood for the columns 
for a while. It was just a matter of coming up with a way to put it in. I’m going to put the simpson 
strap on all of the columns instead of just the one that needs to be replaced. I’m also going to 
remove the shingles on the part of the roof that is rotted and then be able to replace any rotted 
wood from the top. I will try to find like-kind shingles to replace that part of it. Then there is the 
part about the front wall of the house. That is separate from the porch. I need to find a historically 
correct window. I looking to trying to be able to dedicate six days a week in order to go ahead and 
do that. I have paint and rollers.  

o Chairman Craigie, what is the paint for? Mr. Ferguson, it’s a primer paint to go ahead and start 
repairing all the areas that need to be replaced and repainted in the front of the house. I’ll paint 
the column when I put that in there. I’ve got preparation to start doing it. I don’t know how long 
it takes to assemble all the things for the column, so it will probably be next week before I start 
to put that in there.  

o Ms. Booth, it sounds like you have the material. I think the issue is more finding the help, finding 
a contractor. Mr. Ferguson, to help with the things that I can’t do. I’ve got a plan. I’ve talked with 
Staff about trying to get storm windows. 

o Staff, yes you have spoken with me about doing storm windows. At this point, I believe we’ve 
established what needs to be done to the home and where Mr. Ferguson stands. I think we 
need to have Mr. Ferguson take a moment and allow the public to give their opinions. I know a 
lot of people were calling about this case. Then Mr. Ferguson can respond to that before moving 
on to the decision. That would be my recommendation at this point.  

o Chairman Craigie, Mr. Ferguson, if you don’t mind we will have you sit and ask the audience to 
speak.  

o Ms. Stallings, I’m listening to you and I don’t doubt that you’re serious about the work you need 
to do. I believe that. I’m just looking at, realistically, if you consider this checklist and the 
recommendation of the inspector, is this house actually going to be salvageable? All the time 
and money that you put into this, if you look at the condition of this house, can you realistically 
make all the repairs to make this house livable? Mr. Ferguson, I walked around the inside of the 
house and the floor is solid. There are a couple of places where there was some leaking going on 
and the floors rotted out, but that wood can be replaced. It doesn’t feel like when you walk 
through the house that anything is sagging. There is some damage that has been done because 
of the connection where the kitchen used to be separate. When they came in to do that later on 
after they got plumbing and electrical, the roofing that they put in there just wasn’t as quality as 



(Tuesday, January 4, 2022, HPC Meeting)                                                                                                                                                                                 Page 10 of 15  

the rest of the home. That’s where there has been some leaking. That is why I had them go 
ahead and put the tarp in there. There is a lot of damage done in this, but I plan on living in the 
house once I get the outside stuff done and the inside is ready to be lived in. Then there’s other 
stuff like the windows. I heard it said that you want to keep as much of the original materials as 
possible. I need to find a composite to inject in the porous part of the windows where it has 
broken apart to be able to restore those. I wanted to get storm windows placed on the outside 
in order to be able to keep everything contained in the house until I can get the windows or 
panes replaced. 

o Ms. Stallings, from a financial point of view, the inspector says the house will cost more than 
50% of its value to bring it back to minimum housing standards, you will need quite a bit more 
money to bring it to historic standards. That’s the amount of money that you are going to have 
to expend on this. You have to weigh that against if this house is ever going to be able to up to 
the standards and how much money is that going to take from you. Mr. Ferguson, they give you 
an estimate on things like this. I have my house in Raleigh that I’m going to sell once I know that 
I can commit to this. Once I sell that I’m supposed to clear about $150,000. I’ll have that money 
to be able to invest. This is my home that I’m looking at living in even though now I don’t have 
my wife. This is where she grew up. I have inheritance money that I have now to be able to live 
off of. I won’t have her disability check coming in with my disability check so there won’t be as 
much money coming in, but I have backup money in the bank. I do have my statements to go 
ahead and be able to show that part of it too. I’ll be able to get contractors and work on these 
parts. The front part is the main thing. I got caught up with having to deal with complaints about 
the backyard and fifteen-year growth that was already there when I moved in. I don’t want to 
get into this. I don’t want to make this a negative thing. I went out there and I did the work. I 
talked to people that came by. It’s a friendly place. I had to come in and cut that vegetation in 
the backyard that was a violation. Three or four of my neighbors had the same kind of growth in 
their backyard. It was something specifically at me because of a complaint and I won’t get into 
the reasons for me because that is not what I’m here for today. I was busy taking care of the 
vegetation. It was a lot of stuff. I did not like the idea of using a chainsaw. I did get an electric 
chainsaw since then and it works great. I was addressing those things when I should have been 
addressing the front of the house. The scaffolding is gone. I took that down fairly quick.  

o Chairman Craigie, we would like to hear from the audience at this point. After we have heard 
from them we will come back to you.  

o Chairman Craigie opened the Public Hearing and asked if anyone would like to speak for or 
against this property.  

o James Nevel, I’m working on the house at 233 East 2nd St. I want to offer from a perspective of 
respect for what he is attempting to do. I’ve done two houses in Washington, 235 and 233 East 
2nd St. 233 was the worst; it was completely dilapidated. There was nothing inside. It had been 
ripped apart and vacant for about 12 years. It had bats inside and windows were broken out. 
The roof was good with only a few minor areas to repair. There was some rot inside from 
termites and water damage. That house is about 2,500sqft, so it’s probably half the size of the 
one you are working on, which I believe is over 4,000sqft. We are putting about $225,000 into 
the house. I am contracting the work. A few things I’ll do myself, but fairly minimal. We want it 
done in a timeframe. The previous house we did was less than that because it was in better 
condition. It was still about $120,000. It had rotten floors inside, some termite damage, a 
bathroom that was leaking, plaster repair, plumbing, and electric. I’m bringing the house back to 
the standard it should be. I’m using original moldings and original doors for replacements. All 
the lighting had to be rewired, it had to be replumbed, new HVAC, and roof repairs. The 
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collective is $225,000. A house of a larger scale, with the condition of significant structural 
issues, if an engineer looks at the beams underneath the house, they’ll probably see a lot more 
than you may realize. Once you get into it you literally could be at $500,000 to bring that house 
back up to the restored standard. It’s a huge amount of money. I’m only offering that so you 
really see the perspective and understand how much money you could be investing in that 
house. I hate to see you in the position you’re in where it looked promising. You buy a gorgeous 
old house for a minimal amount of money thinking restoration with not a huge investment can 
give you a great piece of property. You may be throwing good money into it and investing more 
and more money and never getting out of it. That’s my perspective. Just an insight into the 
experience I’ve had.  

o Barbara Buckalew of 235 East 2nd Street, I am right across the street from this house. I am 
extremely sorry about your wife. That house is not a fixer-upper. The repairs on that house need 
to be made by a licensed contractor. How you take it apart to repair it is going to be as 
important before you can start putting it back together. My concern is, you were saying you are 
going to fix the porch and there are things you are going to do, I think it needs to be a licensed 
contractor doing the work. That house right now, from my vantage point, is falling apart. It’s a 
safety hazard. Neighbors on either side are concerned about that safety aspect. Halloween night 
we watched little kids wanting to go up on the porch to trick-or-treat. It’s a safety hazard. That is 
my main concern. I would like nothing more for that house to be restored and be as beautiful as 
it once was. But it’s going to take a lot of money and it’s going to take somebody who knows 
what they are doing with a license that has done it before. 

o Staff swore in Sharon McDowell. 

o Sharon McDowell of Harvey Street, my backyard buts into Mr. Ferguson’s property. I did do a lot 
of complaining when Mr. Ferguson first bought that house. He came in and had all these grandiose 
ideas about the backyard. He was going to dig a pit and but banana leaves and cook pigs back 
there. He had these grandiose plans much like I hear with the house. My concern with the yard is 
that pattern of behavior for the last two and a half years is going to carry over into the house, 
especially if he is allowed to do this himself. He has worked on that yard an hour or two at the 
time and left. You don’t see him again for two or three weeks. Then he comes back and basically 
has to start all over again. This has gone on for two and a half years. I’ve had to call Jeff Huss, 
Mike Dail, Mike Weldin, Jonathan Russell, and finally, last year, when the focus turned from the 
yard to the house, I had Donald Sadler come. I told them then if he is given permission to go on 
with this house he will do the house just like he has done the yard. Just enough to keep the City 
at bay and just enough to keep his project going. I’m sorry about the issues he’s had. We all have 
them. This has just gone on for two and a half years and it’s not going to end overnight. I don’t 
think any of us in the room will live long enough to see him actually restore it.  

o Andy Olsen of 245 East 2nd Street, I’m directly across the street from the property. I have looked 
at this house for over 6 or 7 years, before Mr. Ferguson bought it. I am familiar with all the 
demolition by neglect that was issued beforehand. This is not a project that you are going to be 
able to take on on your own. You are going to have to have a licensed contractor. I redid my 
house. I put well over $300,000 in my house structurally, painting, and I have a comparable size 
house to yours. You are looking at a contractor to paint the house in excess of $50,000. That’s just 
to paint the house. For doing the roof, you’re going to have a contractor charge you in excess of 
$40,000 just to put a roof on it. You’re going to get to a point where that house is not salvageable 
for the money you are going to have to dump into it. I don’t know any other way that I can try 
and help out. If you have somebody that is willing to give you the money to buy that house 
because they want to invest in it and they have extra money that they just want to dump into 
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properties, cut your losses. You’re going to get in over your head and then you’re going to be right 
back here with these guys again. I look at the house. I saw you take the scaffolding down. We 
were all jumping up and down and cheering when you did, but there has been nothing else for a 
year and a half. As neighbors, all of us want to see something move forward. It’s been two and a 
half years, but you haven’t looked at it from our perspective, we saw 5, 6, 7 years ahead of you. 
Please take that under advisement and good luck.  

o Chairman Craigie asked if anyone else would like to speak.  

o Mr. Ferguson, most of that was really great criticism. For some of it, I was talking about digging a 
fire pit in the back. Chairman Craigie, we are talking about the house. Mr. Ferguson, everybody 
knows that when you have a contractor the cost of what he charges is about three and a half 
times what he has to pay out on his labor. I am labor. There are some things that I cannot do there 
and I’ve got no problem with that. The whole thing is for me to be able to get to the house to do 
the work on the house. I’ve already told you the reason behind that, and that reason is gone now. 
Now it’s a matter of am I going to have the time to do it and am I going to have the money to do 
it. I can’t lie, I don’t have half a million to be able to put in the house, but I don’t think it’s going 
to take half a million. If I get things to the point where I can at least live in it. I was told by 
somebody I wasn’t allowed to stay in it overnight and they would call the police. I went and talked 
to the police and they said there is no such thing as being able to do that. The house isn’t 
condemned. I’ve kept the electricity on at the house ever since I purchased the house. I have a 
termite service. Every intention was there.  

o Chairman Craigie, I think at this point we can discuss a timeline. This is our first meeting about 
this. We can come up with a timeline. We are probably going to need progress reports, or you 
coming before us every month and telling us what has happened. We’ll be able to monitor and 
we’ll get the City involved. Mr. Ferguson, that’s fine. Chairman Craigie, if these timelines aren’t 
met we are going to have to readdress this whole situation. Mr. Ferguson, all I ask is the 
opportunity to be given. I have actually slept in the car waiting for the sun to come up to get work 
done.  

o Chairman Craigie, you said you are ready to start immediately? Mr. Ferguson, if you expect me to 
be in front of the house tomorrow, no. I’ll be working on the column. I’ve got the wood for it and 
stuff. I’ve taken all the measurements. I’ve got to cut the wood, but I’ll be working on it.  

o Chairman Craigie, what about the structural parts and the contractors that are going to start 
working on the structural parts? Let’s not talk about the column. Let’s talk about the house. Ms. 
Stallings, the structural integrity of the house. Chairman Craigie, you need to fix the holes in the 
roof. You need to fix a lot more than just that column. Ms. Stallings, the report by the inspector 
says I cannot guarantee any part of the structural stability as I’m not a structural engineer. I think 
a structural engineer needs to be involved. I would just hate to see you put all this in it and have 
it not work out. Mr. Ferguson, I would too. I have talked to a structural engineer in Wilmington, 
for him to come and look at the house and make a recommendation report is about $2,000. I have 
already had an inspector from Greenville. Ms. Stallings, there again this is just another example 
of money just being thrown at this. Mr. Ferguson, I’m trying not to do that. I’m trying to be 
sensible about things. Ms. Stallings, it is going to cost a lot of money. Ms. Casey, it is necessary for 
a structural engineer. This house is in desperate need of a professional to come in to itemize. Mr. 
Ferguson, he was one of three that Staff recommended to me. I talked to him to find out what it 
would cost for him to come in and do the report on that. If that is the main concern, to get the 
structural aspect, then I will bring him in. If that is the thing ya’ll think you want to know most, it 
is going to help me out too. Chairman Craigie, it’s not just for us it’s for you for the home. Ms. 
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Stallings, it is one of many concerns. The structural integrity is to see if this house can withstand 
being worked on. Mr. Ferguson, exactly, but it was amazing some of the guys that he has come in 
to do structural work and some of the things they can do. He has been able to oversee the 
restoration of some buildings that people thought could not be saved. This is the guy. I just need 
to be able to work with him on the report. I can go ahead and give him a callback and see what 
his schedule is in order to be able to come out and do that. If it costs $2,000 to do it, I’ve got it. 
Would that make ya’ll feel more comfortable? Chairman Craigie, it’s a starting point. Mr. 
Ferguson, it is a starting point, but that’s all I’m asking for is a starting point. I just haven’t had the 
opportunity because I’ve been overwhelmed.  

o Chairman Craigie, is the house habitable? What is that status with the City and the home itself? 
Mike Weldin, Chief Building Inspector for the City of Washington, I have not been in the house, 
but I have been around it. The foundation is crumbling. The seal around the bottom floor has got 
a lot of termite and rot damage. You can stand on the front sidewalk and look up through the 
dormer and see the sky. The house is in a very deteriorated situation. In order for the Inspections 
Department to get everything evaluated properly, it would have to start with a structural engineer 
to come in and make sure the foundation is properly put back together, make sure the floor 
system is stable, and then we move forward from there. That’s where we are with it right now. 
We have been holding off. Historical Preservation Staff has been handling this. I have helped him 
write the report for it. We are waiting for Mr. Ferguson to do some work so that we can go do the 
inspections. 

o Chairman Craigie, is the house habitable? Mr. Weldin, no.  

o Chairman Craigie, is it condemned? Mr. Weldin, no.  

o Chairman Craigie, does it have electricity and water? Mr. Weldin, I didn’t think it had electricity, 
but I’m not positive on that. Mr. Ferguson, I have a statement from the electrical department that 
I have had service on there from the date. I went by there and I talked to them last week to make 
sure I can show proof. Mr. Weldin, that was dated 2019. I have a feeling that our other building 
inspector probably did an inspection on it way back in 2019 with the intent of him having some 
electricity on the job site to do some work with.  

o Chairman Craigie, at this point, if we agree on this, we can give you a month to get this together. 
Ms. Stallings, I think we need a report. We need something that is worth moving forward on from 
somebody that is going to be able to evaluate this house and let us know if it is going to be able 
to be salvaged. Mr. Ferguson, it would be nice to know whether or not it is a candidate. It is a 
beautiful home. The previous owner’s great grandfather built the house and was the first owner. 
Some of the things that I hear seem to be a bit of an exaggeration. I can’t speak on the structure. 
I have seen places where it is questionable. I have not personally gone up under the house and 
looked, the inspector did that. I need to track him down. He’s from Winterville. I just don’t have 
a copy of the report available right now. I have no trouble calling the structural engineer down in 
Wilmington and saying I need for you to come take a look and do a report. I don’t know what his 
timeline is for him to come out and be able to do that. Chairman Craigie, you do have some time 
constraints, so you will need to find other people if you can’t get him. Mr. Ferguson, I’ll be starting 
on this first thing if you are going to give me the opportunity to do this and I really appreciate the 
opportunity.  

o Chairman Craigie, we will bring this back to the table in February and see. Mr. Ferguson, that’s 
fair. I just want the chance to do it. Chairman Craigie, you need to get things done and come 
present it to us in February. Staff, do we need to vote on this? Staff, you can make a motion as to 
what you would like to see next month.  
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o Mr. Ferguson, the permit that I have posted that I was given from the inspections department, it 
only says porch repair even though the information I submitted was the front area. Can you tell 
me if the permit covers that front part or do I need to seek another permit? Mr. Weldin, you will 
need to seek another permit. Permits have to be specific to what you are doing on the project. 
We can’t issue a general permit.  

o Mr. Ferguson, what about the storm windows. Ms. Casey, you’re a long way from storm windows. 
Let’s put that to the side. Mr. Ferguson, I understand what you are saying I’m just trying to be 
able to control the humidity inside, but you’re saying that is not important and to start with 
structural. Do you think I should finish the porch first and then put in another application for the 
other part? I think the application process took about two and a half weeks last time.  

o Chairman Craigie, at this point we are not interested in the windows. Staff, Mr. Ferguson based 
on what the decision is from the Commission tonight we can have a discussion tomorrow. As of 
right now, it’s up to the Commission to make their motion. We can use that to figure out what 
you need to focus on next.  

o Chairman Craigie asked if the Commission had any more questions. There were none.  

o Chairman Craigie closed the public hearing.  

o Chairman Craigie brought it back to the table for the Commission to discuss. 

o Chairman Craigie asked for a motion. 

 Beth Casey made a motion that the Historic Preservation Commission continue this 
Prevention of Demolition by Neglect case and invoke NC GS 160D-947(d), which allows the 
commission to request technical advice from the Historic Preservation Office (HPO). I also 
move the commission seek guidance from the HPO regarding an assessment of roof damage 
and cost for repair or replacement as well as an itemized report from a structural engineer of 
concerns regarding the property. The applicant is to present these items at the next meeting 
on February 1, 2022. We would like to remind the applicant pursuant to NC GS 160D-947(d), 
the HPO has 30 days from the date an official request is received from the commission to 
review and comment on the request.  Marian Booth seconded the motion.  All present 
members voted, 4 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed. Record of the vote below. 

 
 Record of the vote:  

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Scot Craigie  
--- --- Scarlett Boutchyard   
--- --- Kathy Burdi  
X  Elizabeth Stallings  
X  Marian Booth  2nd the Motion 
X  Beth Casey Made the Motion 
--- --- Vacant Seat  

 

VIII. Adjourn 

1. There being no other business, Chairman Craigie asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.   
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 Kathy Burdi made a motion to adjourn. Marian Booth seconded the motion.  All present 
members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed.  The meeting was adjourned.  Record of the vote 
below. 

 Record of the vote: 

 

 
YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Scot Craigie  
--- --- Scarlett Boutchyard   
X  Kathy Burdi Made the Motion 
X  Elizabeth Stallings  
X  Marian Booth  2nd the Motion 
X  Beth Casey  
--- --- Vacant Seat  
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ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS 
129 EAST MAIN STREET
HPC - FEBRUARY 1, 2022

OWNER NAME MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES INC 120 W MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DR WASHINGTON NC 27889
MAIN STREET GANG LLC, CONSTANCE L HOWARD 135 HARBOR ROAD WASHINGTON NC 27889
MULBERRY TAVERN LLC, CONSTANCE L HOWARD 137 E MAIN ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
LINDA B HODGES 156 E WATER ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
WASHINGTON HOLDINGS LLC 419 E MAIN STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
LILLIAN JENKINS PHILLIPS 4269 GILEAD SHORES RD BLOUNTS CREEK NC 27814
MARTHA H MATTHEWS 432 E MAIN STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
LINDA CARPENTER MECHLING, RICHARD WILLIS MECHLING 603 W MAIN ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
STEPHANIE LYNN MERCER-INGALLS 733 SWAN POINT RD WASHINGTON NC 27889
MAOLA ICE CREAM CO OF NC INC 809 ISABELLA AVE EXT WASHINGTON NC 27889
THE CORNER AT MAIN & MKT LLC PO BOX 69 WASHINGTON NC 27889
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ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER 
 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

January 20, 2022 
 
Re: Certificate of Appropriateness – 129 E Main Street 

Dear Adjoining Property Owner, 

Whenever exterior renovation work is being conducted in the Washington Historic District all property owners 
within 100 feet of the proposed construction activities are required to be notified by the City of Washington.  
According to the application submitted by the applicant, your property is located adjacent to the above subject 
property. 

A request has been made by Vickie Desourdy for a Certificate of Appropriateness to make the 
following alterations to the property located at 129 E Main Street. 

1. Alter the facade 

If you would like to see plans for this work, please visit the City Planning Office prior to the meeting.  
Additionally, the full application is available on the city website on the Friday prior to the meeting.  You are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend the regularly scheduled meeting of the Washington Historic Commission.  
Please note the following date, time and place: 

DATE: TUESDAY, February 1, 2022 

PLACE: CITY HALL – MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 102 EAST SECOND STREET.  (ENTER FROM 
THE MARKET STREET SIDE OF THE BUILDING AND GO TO THE SECOND FLOOR.) 

TIME: 6:00 pm 

In the meantime, should you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 
Domini Cunningham, PLA, CZO 
Historic Preservation Planner 
City of Washington 
dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov 
252-946-0897 
 
Cc: Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 
 Mike Weldin, Chief Building Inspector 

mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT &REQUEST FOR ACTION  

 
 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022 – 6:00 PM 

 

HPC-21-0105  : 129 E Main Street 

Dr. John Rodman’s Office 

Request: Alter the facade 

Applicant: Vickie Desourdy 

Location: 129 E Main Street 

Parcel Number: 5675-87-6745 

Attachment: 1.  Site Photos  
2.  Supplemental Materials 
3.  Location Map of Property 

 
The Commission should consider this request based upon general conformance with the Design Standards. 

Structure: This is a 1-story, brick commercial building built in 1912. The structure has a corbeled 
cornice and segmental arched openings. This was originally the office of Dr. John 
Rodman. 

Project Analysis: The applicant intends to alter the façade by converting two doors into windows and 
adding an arch over the storefront window on the left side of the façade.  

 From the Design Standards (shortened to include only sections that apply): 

Chapter Title Pages 
3 Changes to Existing Buildings 43-68 

3.1.1 Historic character-defining wall features should be retained and protected 
including clapboards, corner boards, cornices, quoins, corbelling and other 
architectural detailing. 

3.1.2 Original walls should be properly maintained and repaired when necessary. If an 
original wall feature must be replaced due to excessive deterioration or damage, 
the new feature should match the original in size, profile, material, and texture. 

3.1.5 It is prohibited to cover or replace original wall surfaces with vinyl, aluminum, 
veneer or other synthetic siding, including chemical applications that may change 
the texture of the original siding. 

3.2.6  Preserve and protect character-defining masonry architectural features including 
corbelling, cornices, sills, quoins, foundations and walls. 

3.2.9 Deteriorated masonry units should be repaired rather than replaced using 
materials that match the original in size, texture, color, and overall appearance. 
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Synthetic materials are prohibited on historic structures for the wholesale 
covering of a structure. 

3.4.1 Retain and preserve historic windows and doors. All elements associated with 
historic windows and doors shall be retained and preserved including frames, 
trim, sashes, muntins, glass, lintels, shutters, and hardware. 

3.4.2 Windows and doors should be repaired when necessary by splicing or patching 
only the deteriorated section to match the original. 

3.4.3 If replacement of a window or door unit is necessary, the new unit should be 
replaced to match the original in size, scale, material, detail, pane and/or panel 
configurations. 

3.4.4 Replacement of a multi-light window with a single-pane sash or replacing multi-
sash windows with only one sash is prohibited. 

3.4.11 Introduction of new window and door openings into the principal elevations of a 
structure is not recommended. If permitted, new openings should be 
proportionally the same as existing openings and should have matching sash, 
glass, sills, frames, casings, and muntin patterns. 

3.5.2 Character defining elements of historic roofs should be retained and preserved 
including dormer windows, chimneys, turrets, cupolas, and parapet walls. Eave 
overhangs, moldings and trim, and soffit boards should also be retained and 
preserved. 

3.5.5 Changing the historic character of the building by adding roof elements that are 
not historically accurate such as dormer windows, vents, or skylights is 
prohibited. 

3.5.9 Painting roofing materials that historically were not painted is prohibited. 
3.7.1 Retain and preserve commercial storefronts and storefront details that 

contribute to the historic character of the building including display windows, 
recessed entryways, doors, transoms, corner posts, columns, and other 
decorative features. 

3.7.3 Follow the standards outlined in the materials section in order to protect and 
maintain historic storefront materials such as wood, masonry, and architectural 
metals. 

3.7.4 If replacement of a deteriorated storefront or storefront feature is necessary, 
replace only the deteriorated element to match the original in size, scale, 
proportion, material, texture and detail. 

3.7.5 If reconstructing a historic storefront, base the design on historic research, 
physical evidence, and photographic documentation, if available. Recreate the 
original architectural elements including overall proportions, fenestration, 
dimensions, and orientation. 

3.7.6 Altering the entrance, including its location, through a significant storefront is 
not permitted. Changing a storefront so that it appears as an office or residential 
use other than commercial shall not be allowed. 

3.7.7 Using materials which detract from the historic or architectural character of the 
building, such as mirrored glass, shall not be allowed. 
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3.9.3 Whenever a rear elevation faces a public right-of-way or parking facilities, 
particularly on the waterfront, unnecessary utility lines and equipment shall be 
removed, whenever possible. New utility and mechanical equipment shall be 
placed in inconspicuous locations such as the roof or screened from public view. 

3.10.1 Original architectural components and details shall be retained whenever 
possible. 

3.10.2 When architectural components and details must be replaced, the new 
components or details shall match the historic elements as closely as possible in 
style, proportion, and material. 

3.10.3 Architectural components and details that are not appropriate to the historic 
character of the structure shall not be added. New features should not be added 
unless there is physical or other evidence that they historically existed. 

3.10.4 Historic architectural components shall not be replaced with materials, such as 
plywood, vinyl, and aluminum that would not have been used in the original 
construction. 

3.10.5 Architectural details shall not be covered or obscured by artificial siding. 
3.11.6 "Liquid vinyl" treatments are prohibited on historic structures. 
3.11.7 Masonry surfaces were historically unpainted. Paint previously painted masonry 

material in colors that reflect the underlying material. 
3.13.1 When projects must include the addition of health and safety features, use 

whatever means possible to minimize visual impact, and protect the historic 
character of the structure, and its character-defining details. 

3.13.2 Health and safety features including fire escapes and access ramps shall be 
designed so there is minimal visual impact to the historic structure. If possible, 
they should be located on rear elevations where they are not visible from the 
public right-of-way. 

3.13.3 Health and safety features that are visible from the public right-of-way shall be 
constructed so that the scale, materials, and details are compatible with the 
historic structure. 

3.13.4 Fire escapes and access ramps shall be constructed in such a way that they can 
be removed with minimum damage to the historic structure. If feasible, new 
doors for fire escapes should be located in existing openings. 

 
Finding of Facts: The applicant intends to alter the façade by removing two doors and convert them into 

windows. The commercial window and door to the east end of the façade will be 
converted to a commercial window with an arch detail that would mimic the existing 
façade. The center door will be converted to a window. The openings created by the 
former doors will be bricked in to create new windows that match the height of existing 
façade windows.  Based on these findings of facts, the request is not congruous with the 
Historic Preservation Commission Design Standards. 

Possible Actions: 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Vickie Desourdy 
to make the above changes on the property located at 129 E Main Street.  The motion is based on the 
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following Findings of Facts:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Standards specifically, 3.1 – Exterior Walls, 3.4 Windows and Doors, 3.10 – Architectural Details, 3.11 – 
Paint, 3.13 – Safety and Accessibility. 

OR 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Vickie Desourdy 
to make the above changes on the property located at 129 E Main Street.  The motion is based on the 
following Findings of Facts:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Standards specifically, 3.1 – Exterior Walls, 3.4 Windows and Doors, 3.10 – Architectural Details, 3.11 – 
Paint, 3.13 – Safety and Accessibility.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place the 
following conditions on the approval: 

OR 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission deny a Certificate of Appropriateness to Vickie Desourdy 
to make the above changes on the property located at 129 E Main Street.  The motion is based on the 
following Findings of Facts:  the application is not congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Standards specifically, 3.1 – Exterior Walls, 3.4 Windows and Doors, 3.10 – Architectural Details, 
3.11 – Paint, 3.13 – Safety and Accessibility. 

OR 

I move the commission continue this Certificate of Appropriateness application and invoke NC GS 160D-947(d), 
which allows the commission to request technical advice from the Historic Preservation Office (HPO). I also 
move the commission seek guidance from the HPO regarding [detailed description of what information the 
commission is seeking from HPO that will aid them in making a defensible decision regarding the case]. We 
would like to remind the applicant pursuant to NC GS 160D-947(d), the HPO has 30 days from the date an official 
request is received from the commission to review and comment on the request. 
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Adjacent Property Owners
507 E 2nd Street

HPC - February 1, 2022

OWNER NAME MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP
FITZPATRICK KAREN 507 E 2ND ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
FITZPATRICK KAREN, FITZPATRICK TODD CHRISTOPHER 510 EAST 2ND STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
MASTERS LILANI 516 E 2ND ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
MOLON TOM, MOLON WESLENE 113 MCNAIR STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
REAPP BRIAN, REAPP ELLIOTT 509 E 2ND STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
SHEPPARD BARTEMUS, SHEPPARD AVELINA 8354 CHERRY RUN RD WASHINGTON NC 27889
STONE EDDIE EARL, STONE SHIRLEY A 513 E 2ND STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
TURNER PRESTON KEITH 514 E MAIN ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
TUTEN TRACY 2788 CORSICA RD WASHINGTON NC 27889
WALKINSHAW NELLIE 125 MACNAIR STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
WILLIAMS ROBERT, WILLIAMS JENNIFER 117 N MCNAIR ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
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ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER 
 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

January 20, 2022 
 
Re: Certificate of Appropriateness – 507 E 2nd St 

Dear Adjoining Property Owner, 

Whenever exterior renovation work is being conducted in the Washington Historic District all property owners 
within 100 feet of the proposed construction activities are required to be notified by the City of Washington.  
According to the application submitted by the applicant, your property is located adjacent to the above subject 
property. 

A request has been made by Karen & Todd Fitzpatrick for a Certificate of Appropriateness to make the 
following alterations to the property located at 507 E 2nd St. 

1. Install a EZ access vertical lift at the front of the house 

If you would like to see plans for this work, please visit the City Planning Office prior to the meeting.  
Additionally, the full application is available on the city website on the Friday prior to the meeting.  You are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend the regularly scheduled meeting of the Washington Historic Commission.  
Please note the following date, time and place: 

DATE: TUESDAY, February 1, 2022 

PLACE: CITY HALL – MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 102 EAST SECOND STREET.  (ENTER FROM 
THE MARKET STREET SIDE OF THE BUILDING AND GO TO THE SECOND FLOOR.) 

TIME: 6:00 pm 

In the meantime, should you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 
Domini Cunningham, PLA, CZO 
Historic Preservation Planner 
City of Washington 
dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov 
252-946-0897 
 
Cc: Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 
 Mike Weldin, Chief Building Inspector 

mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT &REQUEST FOR ACTION  

 
 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022 – 6:00 PM 

 

HPC-21-0014  : 507 E 2nd Street 

Fitzpatrick Residence 

Request: Install an EZ access vertical lift at the front of the house 

Applicant: Karen & Todd Fitzpatrick 

Location: 507 E 2nd Street 

Parcel Number: 5685-07-6261 

Attachment: 1.  Site Photos  
2.  Supplemental Materials 
3.  Location Map of Property 

 
The Commission should consider this request based upon general conformance with the Design Standards. 

Structure: This is a 1-story frame cottage built in 1910. 

Project Analysis: The applicant intends to install an EZ access Vertical lift at the front of the house to be 
used by an elderly resident who requires the use of a rollator/wheelchair.  The lift will 
occupy an area 4’ x 7’ on the right side of the front steps. 

 From the Design Standards (shortened to include only sections that apply): 

Chapter Title Pages 
3 Changes to Existing Buildings 43-68 

3.13.1 When projects must include the addition of health and safety features, use 
whatever means possible to minimize visual impact, and protect the historic 
character of the structure, and its character-defining details. 

3.13.2 Health and safety features including fire escapes and access ramps shall be 
designed so there is minimal visual impact to the historic structure. If possible, 
they should be located on rear elevations where they are not visible from the 
public right-of-way. 

3.13.3 Health and safety features that are visible from the public right-of-way shall be 
constructed so that the scale, materials, and details are compatible with the 
historic structure. 

3.13.4 Fire escapes and access ramps shall be constructed in such a way that they can 
be removed with minimum damage to the historic structure. If feasible, new 
doors for fire escapes should be located in existing openings. 
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3.14.2 New mechanical systems shall be installed in areas and spaces that will require 
the least possible alteration to the plan, materials, and appearance of a building. 

3.14.3 Mechanical systems including utility meters and heating and air conditioning 
equipment shall be located at the rear of a structure if feasible. Mechanical 
equipment which can be seen from the street must be screened with shrubbery 
or appropriate fencing. 

3.14.4 Mechanical systems on historic commercial structures shall be screened from 
public view on rear elevations or behind parapet walls on the roof. 

 
Finding of Facts: The installation of the lift is necessary to comply with ADA requirements for this 

property. This property does not have driveway access to the rear of the property or an 
ADA-compliant means for a wheelchair to access the lift if it were to be installed at the 
rear of the property. Mechanical equipment, which can be seen from the street, must be 
screened with shrubbery or appropriate fencing. A building permit has been approved for 
the installation of the lift to address the ADA issues present. Based on these findings of 
facts, the request is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Standards. 

Possible Actions: 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Karen & Todd 
Fitzpatrick to make the above changes on the property located at 507 E 2nd Street.  The motion is based on 
the following Findings of Facts:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Standards specifically, 3.13 – Safety and Accessibility, 3.14 – Mechanical and Communication 
Systems. 

OR 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Karen & Todd 
Fitzpatrick to make the above changes on the property located at 507 E 2nd Street.  The motion is based on 
the following Findings of Facts:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Standards specifically, 3.13 – Safety and Accessibility, 3.14 – Mechanical and Communication 
Systems.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place the following conditions on the 
approval: 

OR 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission deny a Certificate of Appropriateness to Karen & Todd 
Fitzpatrick to make the above changes on the property located at 507 E 2nd Street.  The motion is based on 
the following Findings of Facts:  the application is not congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Standards specifically, 3.13 – Safety and Accessibility, 3.14 – Mechanical and Communication 
Systems. 

OR 
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I move the commission continue this Certificate of Appropriateness application and invoke NC GS 160D-947(d), 
which allows the commission to request technical advice from the Historic Preservation Office (HPO). I also 
move the commission seek guidance from the HPO regarding [detailed description of what information the 
commission is seeking from HPO that will aid them in making a defensible decision regarding the case]. We 
would like to remind the applicant pursuant to NC GS 160D-947(d), the HPO has 30 days from the date an official 
request is received from the commission to review and comment on the request. 
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Adjacent Property Owners
209 E Main St

HPC ‐ February 1, 2022

Name Address CITY STATE ZIP
ST'PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 101 NORTH BONNER STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
HODGES MARGARET COLEY 103 S BONNER STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
MOORE LESLIE ALEENE, FLEMING VERNON CLIFFORD II 1970 ELDRIDGE LOOP THE VILLAGES FL 32162
TAYLOR JOSEPH E, TAYLOR MARY D 200 WATER STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
COTTLE RONNY A, COTTLE JOAN H 209 E MAIN ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
CONGLETON ADELIA SMITH 210 WATER STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
CARBONE JOHN S, CARBONE JURGITA D 214 EAST WATER STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
SWEATLAND TERRY K, SWEATLAND ELIZABETH 219 EAST MAIN STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
CLERESTORY DESIGN LLC 238 E MAIN ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
DOTSON VICKIE  620 DUCK CREEK ROAD WASHINGTON NC 27889
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ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER 
 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

January 20, 2022 
 
Re: Certificate of Appropriateness – 209 E Main St 

Dear Adjoining Property Owner, 

Whenever exterior renovation work is being conducted in the Washington Historic District all property owners 
within 100 feet of the proposed construction activities are required to be notified by the City of Washington.  
According to the application submitted by the applicant, your property is located adjacent to the above subject 
property. 

A request has been made by Ronny & Joan Cottle for a Certificate of Appropriateness to make the 
following alterations to the property located at 209 E Main St. 

1. Construct a 12’ x 12’ accessory structure in the rear yard 

If you would like to see plans for this work, please visit the City Planning Office prior to the meeting.  
Additionally, the full application is available on the city website on the Friday prior to the meeting.  You are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend the regularly scheduled meeting of the Washington Historic Commission.  
Please note the following date, time and place: 

DATE: TUESDAY, February 1, 2022 

PLACE: CITY HALL – MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 102 EAST SECOND STREET.  (ENTER FROM 
THE MARKET STREET SIDE OF THE BUILDING AND GO TO THE SECOND FLOOR.) 

TIME: 6:00 pm 

In the meantime, should you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 
Domini Cunningham, PLA, CZO 
Historic Preservation Planner 
City of Washington 
dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov 
252-946-0897 
 
Cc: Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 
 Mike Weldin, Chief Building Inspector 

mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT &REQUEST FOR ACTION  

 
 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022 – 6:00 PM 

 

HPC-22-0015  : 209 E Main Street 

Cottle Residence 

Request: Construct a 12’ x 12’ accessory structure in the rear yard. 

Applicant: Ronny & Joan Cottle 

Location: 209 E Main Street 

Parcel Number: 5675-97-0543 

Attachment: 1.  Site Photos  
2.  Supplemental Materials 
3.  Location Map of Property 

 
The Commission should consider this request based upon general conformance with the Design Standards. 

Structure: This is a 2-story structure with a gabled roof. The house has simple molded trim, and 
porch posts with chamfered details. 

Project Analysis: The applicant intends to install a new 12’ x 12’ accessory structure in the rear yard. 

 From the Design Standards (shortened to include only sections that apply): 

Chapter Title Pages 
3 Changes to Existing Buildings 43-68 

3.12.1 The same criteria related to the use of materials for new construction apply to 
outbuildings and accessory structures. See Section 5.0. 

3.12.5 Designs for new outbuildings and accessory structures should complement the 
architectural style and period of the primary structures as well as examples of 
similar structure within the district. 

3.12.6 New outbuildings should be located in rear yards if possible. 
3.12.7 New outbuildings should be proportionally the same in size and height to the 

primary structure as is seen in the relationship between other primary and 
secondary structures in the district. 

3.12.8 Prefabricated wooden accessory structures that are not architecturally similar to 
the primary structure are allowed only if screened from view from any existing 
right of way. Prefabricated metal storage buildings are not acceptable. 
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Chapter Title Pages 
5 New Construction 85-94 

5.2.1 The height of new construction shall be compatible with other residential 
buildings in the district when measured from the current Base Flood Elevation 
(BFE). 

5.2.6 The design of a new building should not attempt to create a false historic 
appearance, but rather complement the existing district. New construction 
should have its own character and style. 

5.2. 7 The fenestration of a new building should reflect that of existing historic 
structures within a district and be compatible in proportion, shape, location, 
pattern and size. 

5.2.8 Architectural details such as cornices, trim, windows and doors should reflect the 
scale of buildings in the existing historic district. 

5.2.10 If vinyl-clad windows are used, they must have permanent exterior muntins to 
match the existing windows. 

5.2.11 Aluminum and vinyl siding are prohibited on new construction. 
5.2.12 There are a variety of roof forms in the district including gable, hip, and gambrel. 

The roof forms used on new construction should relate to neighboring buildings 
in form and material. 

5.2.13 The historic landscape of the district including green space and mature trees is 
one of the character-defining elements of the district. When undertaking new 
construction, significant trees or vegetation shall be preserved. 

 
Finding of Facts: The proposed accessory structure will be located in the rear yard and the materials used 

for the construction are permitted within the Historic District. The accessory structure 
must be installed 5’ from the property line and 8’ from the primary residence. A building 
permit is not required due to the size of the accessory structure. Based on these findings 
of facts, the request is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Standards. 

Possible Actions: 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ronny & Joan 
Cottle to make the above changes on the property located at 209 E Main Street.  The motion is based on 
the following Findings of Facts:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Standards specifically, 3.12 – Outbuildings and Accessory Structures, 5.2 – Residential 
Construction. 

OR 
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I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ronny & Joan 
Cottle to make the above changes on the property located at 209 E Main Street.  The motion is based on 
the following Findings of Facts:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Standards specifically, 3.12 – Outbuildings and Accessory Structures, 5.2 – Residential 
Construction.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place the following conditions on 
the approval: 

OR 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission deny a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ronny & Joan 
Cottle to make the above changes on the property located at 209 E Main Street.  The motion is based on 
the following Findings of Facts:  the application is not congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Standards specifically, 3.12 – Outbuildings and Accessory Structures, 5.2 – Residential 
Construction. 

OR 

I move the commission continue this Certificate of Appropriateness application and invoke NC GS 160D-947(d), 
which allows the commission to request technical advice from the Historic Preservation Office (HPO). I also 
move the commission seek guidance from the HPO regarding [detailed description of what information the 
commission is seeking from HPO that will aid them in making a defensible decision regarding the case]. We 
would like to remind the applicant pursuant to NC GS 160D-947(d), the HPO has 30 days from the date an official 
request is received from the commission to review and comment on the request. 
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Minor Works 

 
1. A request has been made by Courtney Everette with Delcor, for the owners of 214 N 

Harvey St, for a Certificate of Appropriateness for an HVAC change-out. 
2. A request has been made by Maurice Bridgman, owner of 318 Water St, for a 

Certificate of Appropriateness for the repair/replacement of rotten wood siding. 
3. A request has been made by Courtney Everette with Delcor, for the owners of 156 W 

Main St, for a Certificate of Appropriateness for an HVAC change-out. 
4. A request has been made by Regina Little with Little’s Heating and Air, for the owners 

of 711 E Main St, for a Certificate of Appropriateness for an HVAC change-out. 
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PREVENTION OF 
DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

June 9, 2021 

Ronald & Donald Ferguson 
6017 Trinity Road 
Raleigh, NC 27607 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson, 

RE: Prevention of Demolition by Neglect Ordinances:  238 E 2nd Street 

The City of Washington Historic District is vital part of the character of Washington.  In order to preserve the 
integrity and character of the Historic District, the City of Washington enacted a Prevention of Demolition by 
Neglect Ordinance to prevent the loss of historic structures through avoidable deterioration.  Demolition by 
neglect, among other things, means and includes the failure by an owner of any structure in the Historic District 
to keep the same free of decay, deterioration and structural defect. 

The Historic Preservation Commission has determined that your structure located at 238 E 2nd Street is falling 
or has fallen into a state of disrepair that may constitute demolition by neglect.  Please contact my office to 
schedule an appointment within thirty (30) days to discuss the conditions of your structure and the process 
required in order to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness to perform the necessary work. You may also want 
to check if you qualify for tax credits to make the necessary improvements 

Failure to respond within the next thirty (30) days and/or if the steps necessary to remedy the offending 
conditions are not addressed within a reasonable period of time, a formal compliant and notice of hearing 
before the Historic Preservation Commission will be issued to you. 

As a property owner in the Historic District I am confident that you wish to participate in preserving the integrity 
and character of the District. I look forward to hearing from you shortly and working with you to remedy the 
situation. 

Sincerely, 

Domini Cunningham, PLA, CZO 
Historic Preservation Planner 
City of Washington 
dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov 
252-946-0897

Cc: Mike Dail, Planning Community Development Director 
Mike Weldin, Chief Building Inspections 
Jonathan Russell, City Manager 

mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
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NOTICE OF HEARING 
 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

December 3, 2021 
Case No.: DBN-21-0008 

COMPLAINT AND NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
Ronald Ferguson 
238 E 2nd Street 
Washington, NC 27889 

RE: Demolition by Neglect Ordinances:  238 E 2nd Street, 

To: Mr. Ferguson /Owner/Parties in Interest in the above referenced Property. 

On June 9th, 2021, you were sent a notice pertaining to the City of Washington Prevention of Demolition 
by Neglect Ordinance that identified your structure, located at 238 E 2nd Street, as falling or had fallen 
into a state of disrepair that may constitute demolition by neglect.  Demolition by neglect, among other 
things, means and includes the failure of an owner of any structure in the Historic District to keep the 
structure free of decay, deterioration, and structural defect.  This is the same property that was 
referenced in a letter dated June 9, 2021. 

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that a hearing will be held before the Historic Preservation 
Commission at the City Council Chambers, on the 2nd floor, in the City of Washington Municipal 
Building at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, January 4, 2022.  The hearing will determine whether the said 
property is in violation of the Prevention of Demolition by Neglect Ordinances. 

You have the right to answer this complaint, to appear and/or be represented at the hearing, and to 
give testimony and present evidence concerning said compliant and property.  The purpose of the 
hearing is for the Commission to receive evidence, determine if the property is undergoing or 
constitutes demolition by neglect, and, if so, issue an order to remedy the same.  At this hearing, the 
owner or party in interest will also be allowed the opportunity to present a claim of undue economic 
hardship as provided herein.  If you intend to claim undue economic hardship you must be prepared to 
present information on the claim, as provided in Section 40-387 (d) of the Ordinance, at the January 4, 
2022 hearing. 

If, after such notice and hearing, the Commission determines that the property is undergoing demolition 
by neglect according to the applicable standards and does not find undue economic hardship, it shall 
cause the Planning Department to prepare and serve upon the owner and parties in interest a written 
order, including findings of fact in support of its determinations, to repair, within the time specified by 
the Commission, those elements deteriorating, contributing to deterioration, deteriorated, or otherwise 
undergoing or constituting demolition by neglect.  Said order shall serve as a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for such repair consistent with its terms. 

If, after such notice and hearing, the Commission determines that the property is undergoing or 
constitutes demolition by neglect according to the applicable standards and finds undue economic 
hardship, the Commission shall report such finding along with a recommended plan to relieve the 
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economic hardship to the Planning Department.  The Planning Department shall prepare and serve 
upon the owner and parties in interest a written order, including findings of fact in support of the 
Commission’s determinations, to repair, within the time specified by said recommended plan, those 
elements deteriorating, contributing to deterioration, deteriorated, or otherwise undergoing or 
constituting demolition by neglect.  Said order shall serve as a Certificate of Appropriateness for such 
repair consistent with its terms. 

If you have any questions or if I may assist you in any way, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

Sincerely, 

 
Domini Cunningham, PLA, CZO 
Historic Preservation Planner 
City of Washington 
dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov 
252-946-0897 
 
Enclosures 
 
Cc:  Jonathan Russell, City Manager 
 Franz Holscher, City Attorney 
 Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 
 Mike Weldin, Chief Building Inspector 
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Sec. 40-387. Prevention of demolition by neglect of buildings and structures in the historic 
district. 

 (d) Safeguards from undue economic hardship. 

(1) When a claim of undue economic hardship is made owing to the effects of this section, the 
owner and parties in interest shall present the information provided under subsection (d)(2) of 
this section to the Commission. The Commission may require that an owner and parties in 
interest furnish such additional information as is relevant to its determination of undue economic 
hardship. The Commission may direct staff to furnish additional information that the Commission 
believes is relevant. The Commission shall also state which form of financial proof it deems 
relevant and necessary to a particular case. In the event that any of the required information is 
not reasonably available to the owner and parties in interest or cannot be obtained by the 
owner, the owner shall describe the reasons why such information cannot be obtained.  

(2) When a claim of undue economic hardship is made owing to the effects of this section, the 
owner and parties in interest must provide evidence during the hearing upon the claim, 
describing the circumstances or hardship.  

a. The minimum evidence shall include for all properties:  

1. Nature of ownership (individual, business, or nonprofit) or legal possession, 
custody and control.  

2. Financial resources of the owner and parties in interest.  

3. Estimated costs of repairs.  

4. Assessed value of land and improvements (existing).  

5. Real estate taxes for the previous two years.  

6. Amount paid for the property, date of purchase, and party from whom 
purchased, including a description of the relationship between the owner and 
the person from whom the property was purchased, or other means of 
acquisition of title, such as by gift or by inheritance.  

7. Annual debt service, if any, for the previous two years.  

8. Any listing of the property for sale or for rent, the price asked, and offers 
received, if any.  

9. Any financial or practical circumstance deemed relevant by the owner or 
parties in interest.  

b. In addition, for all income producing properties, the owner and parties in interest must also 
provide the following:  

1. Annual gross income from the property for the previous two years.  

2. Itemized operating and maintenance expenses for the previous two years, 
including proof that adequate and competent management procedures were 
followed.  

3. Annual cash flow, if any, for the previous two years.  
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(3) No later than the close of the second meeting of the Commission following the Commission's 
hearing on the claim, the Commission shall cause to be made a finding of undue or no undue 
economic hardship and shall enter the reasons for such finding into the official record.  

(4) In the event of a finding of undue economic hardship, the finding shall be accompanied by a 
recommended plan to relieve the economic hardship. This plan may include, but is not limited to, 
the following: property tax relief as may be allowed under state law; loans or grants from the 
city, county, or other public, private, or nonprofit sources; acquisition by purchase or eminent 
domain; building code modifications; changes in applicable zoning regulations; or obtaining a 
variance proving sufficient to mitigate the undue economic hardship. The Commission shall 
report such finding and the recommended plan to the Planning Director. The Planning Director 
shall cause to be issued an order for such property to be repaired within the time specified 
according to the provisions of the recommended plan which shall serve as a certificate of 
appropriateness for such repair consistent with its terms.  



PREVENTION OF 
DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT

Historic Preservation Commission
Tuesday, February 1, 2022 - 6:00 PM

DBN-21-0008: 238 E 2nd Street

Repair/replace gutters and rotted wood siding; Paint exterior after siding has been repaired; Repair/restore front 
porch



PREVENTION OF 
DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT

Historic Preservation Commission
Tuesday, February 1, 2022 - 6:00 PM

DBN-21-0008: 238 E 2nd Street

Repair broken windows (close off until they can be repaired/replaced); Replace missing porch posts



PREVENTION OF 
DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT

Historic Preservation Commission
Tuesday, February 1, 2022 - 6:00 PM

DBN-21-0008: 238 E 2nd Street

Repair/replace roof; Remove vines on the siding



Sec. 6-132. - Procedure for enforcement.

(a)

Investigation, complaint, hearing. Whenever a petition is filed with the Code Official by a public authority or by
at least five (5) residents of the city jurisdiction charging that any dwelling or dwelling unit is unfit for human
habitation, or when it appears to the Code Official that any dwelling or dwelling unit is unfit for human
habitation, the Code Official shall, if a preliminary investigation discloses a basis for such charges, issue and
cause to be served upon the owner of and parties in interest in such dwelling or dwelling unit a complaint stating
the charges in that respect and containing a notice that an administrative hearing will be held before the Code
Official (or the Code Official's designated agent) at a place within the city, therein fixed, not less than ten (10)
days nor more than thirty (30) days after the serving of such complaint. The owner or any party in interest shall
have the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in person, or otherwise, and give testimony at the
place and time fixed in the complaint. Notice of such hearing shall also be given to at least one (1) of the persons
signing a petition relating to such dwelling. Any person desiring to do so may attend such hearing and give
evidence relevant to the matter being heard. The rules of evidence prevailing in courts of law or shall not be
controlling in administrative hearings before the Code Official.

(1)

During said hearing, the Code Official shall, among other things, determine and establish the estimated cost to
repair, alter, or improve the dwelling in order to render it fit for human habitation and the estimated value of the
dwelling using available information, including but not limited to tax valuations and any relevant evidence
presented.

(b)

Orders. If, after such notice and hearing, the Code Official determines that the dwelling or dwelling unit in
question is unfit for human habitation, the Code Official shall state in writing findings of fact in support of that
determination and shall issue and cause to be served upon the owner, one (1) of the two (2) following orders,
whichever is appropriate.

(1)

If the repair, alteration or improvement of the dwelling can be made at a reasonable cost in relation to the value
of the dwelling, requiring the owner, within the time specified, to repair, alter or improve the dwelling in order to
render it fit for human habitation. The ordinance may fix a certain percentage of this value as being reasonable.
The order may require that the property be vacated and closed only if continued occupancy during the time
allowed for repair will present a significant threat of bodily harm, taking into account the nature of the necessary
repairs, alterations, or improvements; the current state of the property; and any additional risks due to the
presence and capacity of minors under the age of eighteen (18) or occupants with physical or mental disabilities.
The order shall state that the failure to make timely repairs as directed in the order shall make the dwelling
subject to the issuance of an unfit order under subsection (d)(1) of this section; or

(2)

If the repair, alteration or improvement of the dwelling cannot be made at a reasonable cost in relation to the
value of the dwelling, requiring the owner, within the time specified in the order, to remove or demolish such
dwelling. The ordinance may fix a certain percentage of this value as being reasonable. However,
notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the dwelling is located in a historic district and the Historic
District Commission determines, after a public hearing as provided by ordinance, that the dwelling is of
particular significance or value toward maintaining the character of the district, and the dwelling has not been
condemned as unsafe, the order may require that the dwelling be vacated and closed consistent with G.S. 160D-
949.

dcunningham
Typewritten Text
(Minimum Housing)



(c)

Whenever the Code Official issues an order under this section that a dwelling must be vacated and closed or
removed or demolished, notice of the order shall be given by first class mail to any organization involved in
providing or restoring dwellings for affordable housing that has filed a written request for such notices. A
minimum period of forty-five (45) days from the mailing of such notice shall be given before removal or
demolition by action of the Code Official, to allow the opportunity for any organization to negotiate with the
owner to make repairs, lease, or purchase the property for the purpose of providing affordable housing. The
Code Official or clerk shall certify the mailing of the notices and the certification shall be conclusive in the
absence of fraud. Only an organization that has filed a written request for such notices may raise the issue of
failure to mail such notices, and the sole remedy shall be an order requiring the Code Official to wait forty-five
(45) days before causing removal or demolition.

(d)

Failure to comply with order. The following remedies are available upon the failure of an owner to comply with
any order issued under this section:

(1)

If the owner of any deteriorated dwelling or dwelling unit shall fail to comply with an order of the Code Official
to repair, alter or improve or vacate and close the dwelling, the Code Official may submit an ordinance to the
City Council, which ordinance, if adopted by City Council, may authorize the Code Official to cause the
dwelling to be repaired, altered, or improved or to be vacated and closed, and shall authorize the Code Official to
post on the main entrance of any dwelling so closed, a placard with the following words: "This building is unfit
for human habitation; the use or occupation of this building for human habitation is prohibited and unlawful."
Occupation of a building so posted shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor. This ordinance shall be recorded in
the office of the register of deeds in the county wherein the property or properties are located and shall be
indexed in the name of the property owner in the grantor index.

(2)

If the owner fails to comply with an order to remove or demolish the dwelling, the Code Official may cause such
dwelling to be removed or demolished. No such ordinance shall be adopted to require demolition of a dwelling
until the owner has first been given a reasonable opportunity to bring it into conformity with the housing code.
This ordinance shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the county wherein the property or
properties are located and shall be indexed in the name of the property owner in the grantor index.

(3)

If any occupant fails to comply with an order to vacate a dwelling, the Code Official may file a civil action in the
name of the city to remove such occupant. The action to vacate the dwelling shall be in the nature of summary
ejectment and shall be commenced by filing a complaint naming as defendant any person occupying such
dwelling. The Clerk of Superior Court shall issue a summons requiring the defendant to appear before a
magistrate at a certain time, date and place not to exceed ten (10) days from the issuance of the summons to
answer the complaint. The summons and complaint shall be served as provided in G.S. 42-29. If the summons
appears to have been duly served, and if at the hearing the Code Official produces a certified copy of an
ordinance adopted by City Council pursuant to subsection (d)(2) authorizing the officer to proceed to vacate the
occupied dwelling, the magistrate shall enter judgment ordering that the premises be vacated and that all persons
be removed. The judgment ordering that the dwelling be vacated shall be enforced in the same manner as the
judgment for summary ejectment entered under G.S. 42-30. An appeal from any judgment entered hereunder by
the magistrate may be taken as provided in G.S. 7A-228, and the execution of such judgment may be stayed as
provided in G.S. 7A-227. An action to remove an occupant of a dwelling who is a tenant of the owner may not
be in the nature of a summary ejectment proceeding pursuant to this paragraph unless such occupant was served
with notice at least thirty (30) days before the filing of the summary ejectment proceeding that City Council has



ordered the Code Official to proceed to exercise his duties under subsections (d)(1) and (d)(2) to vacate and
close or remove and demolish the dwelling.

(e)

Appeals from orders of the Code Official. An appeal from any decision or order of the Code Official is a quasi-
judicial matter and may be taken by any person aggrieved thereby or by any public officer, board or commission
of the city. Any appeal from the Code Official shall be taken within ten (10) days from the rendering of the
decision or service of the order, and shall be taken by filing with the Code Official and with the Housing
Appeals Board a notice of appeal that shall specify the grounds upon which the appeal is based. Upon the filing
of any notice of appeal, the Code Official shall forthwith transmit to the Housing Appeals Board all the papers
constituting the record upon which the decision appealed from was made. When an appeal is from a decision of
the Code Official refusing to allow the person aggrieved thereby to do any act, his decision shall remain in force
until modified or reversed. When any appeal is from a decision of the Code Official requiring the person
aggrieved to do any act, the appeal shall have the effect of suspending the requirement until the hearing by the
Housing Appeals Board, unless the Code Official certifies to the Housing Appeals Board, after the notice of
appeal is filed with him, that by reason of the facts stated in the certificate (a copy of which shall be furnished
the appellant), a suspension of the requirement would cause imminent peril to life or property; in which case, the
requirement shall not be suspended except by a restraining order, which may be granted for due cause shown
upon not less than one (1) day written notice to the Code Official, by the Housing Appeals Board or by a court
of record upon petition made pursuant to G.S. 160D-1208 and subsection (f) of this section.

(1)

The Housing Appeals Board shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of all appeals, shall give due notice to all
the parties, and shall render its decision within a reasonable time. Any party may appear in person, by agent or
by attorney before the Housing Appeals Board. The Housing Appeals Board may reverse or affirm, wholly or
partly, or may modify the decision or order appealed from, and may make any decision and order that in its
opinion ought to be made in the matter, and to that end it shall have all the powers of the Code Official, but the
concurring vote of four (4) members of the Housing Appeals Board shall be necessary to reverse or modify any
decision or order of the Code Official. The Housing Appeals Board also shall have the authority in passing upon
appeals, when unnecessary hardships would result from carrying out the strict letter of this article, to adapt the
application of this article to the necessities of the case to the end that the spirit of this article shall be observed,
public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done.

(2)

Every decision of the Housing Appeals Board shall be subject to review by proceedings in the nature of
certiorari instituted within fifteen (15) days of the decision of the Housing Appeals Board, but not otherwise.

(f)

Petition to Superior Court by owner. Any person aggrieved by an order issued by the Code Official or a decision
rendered by the Housing Appeals Board may, within thirty (30) days after issuance of the order or the rendering
of the decision, petition the Superior Court for an injunction restraining the Code Official from carrying out the
order or decision and the Court may, upon such petition, issue a temporary injunction restraining the Code
Official, pending a final disposition of the cause, as more specifically provided for by G.S. 160D-1208.

(g)

If any dwelling is erected, constructed, altered, repaired, converted, maintained, or used in violation of this
chapter or any valid order or decision of the Code Official or Housing Appeals Board made pursuant to any code
adopted under authority of this chapter, the Code Official or Housing Appeals Board may institute any
appropriate action or proceedings to prevent the unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, or



use; to restrain, correct, or abate the violation; to prevent the occupancy of the dwelling; or to prevent any illegal
act, conduct, or use in or about the premises of the dwelling.

(Ord. No. 12-4, § 1, 8-13-2012; Ord. No. 21-3, § 1(Att.), 6-14-2021)
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ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS
238 EAST 2ND STREET
HPC ‐ JANUARY 4, 2022 

NAME ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP
WILLIAM T BUCKALEW, BARBARA E BUCKALEW 235 E 2ND ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
ANTHONY BURDI, KATHY BURDI 239 E 2ND STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
RONALD D FERGUSON, DONNA J FERGUSON 6017 TRINITY ROAD RALEIGH NC 27607
FORD WORTHY FREEMAN  100 RIVERSIDE DRIVE APT 2 WASHINGTON NC 27889
IRAR TRUST ‐ ANDREW DEPRIMIO ACCOUNT #3600412 1000 BROADWAY OAKLAND CA 94607
LUIS HECTOR, TERESA DEL CARMEN LANDAVERDE 1049 WETTERHORN WAY WENDELL NC 27591
ALTON GEORGE LASSITER, SHEILA BROWN LASSITER 224 N HARVEY STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
AMBROSE B LEWIS, DIANE M LEWIS 227 E 2ND STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
GEOFFREY MCDOWELL, SHARON MCDOWELL 210 HARVEY ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
GILTON R MOORE  PO BOX 501 WASHINGTON NC 27889
RODMAN CLARK MOORE, MICHELE MADELEINE MOORE 242 E 2ND ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
NEVILL LLC 3008 BUCKINGHAM WAY APEX NC 27502
THERESA GILROY NIELSEN  4272 KALAHEO DR KALAHEO HI 96741
DIANNA NORMAN  214 N HARVEY STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
ANDREAS A HELMERS OLSEN, JANE A HELMERS OLSEN 245 E 2ND STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
JEREMIAH ALLEN PARKER, CHERISH JEWEL PARKER 239 EAST 3RD STREET WASHINGTON NC 27889
JOSHUA MICAH STILES, LEE ANNE STILES 232 E 2ND ST WASHINGTON NC 27889
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ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER 
 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

January 20, 2022 
 
Re: Certificate of Appropriateness – 238 E 2nd Street 

Dear Adjoining Property Owner, 

Whenever a public hearing pertaining to a property in the Washington Historic District all property owners 
within 100 feet of the subject property are required to be notified by the City of Washington.  Your property is 
located adjacent to the above subject property. 

A public hearing will be held for the following reasons pertaining to the property located at 238 E 2nd 
Street. 

1. Prevention of Demolition by Neglect 

If you would like to review the meeting agenda, please visit the City Planning Office prior to the meeting.  
Additionally, the full meeting package will be available on the city website on the Friday prior to the meeting.  
You are welcomed and encouraged to attend the regularly scheduled meeting of the Washington Historic 
Commission.  Please note the following date, time and place: 

DATE: TUESDAY, February 1, 2022 

PLACE: CITY HALL – MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 102 EAST SECOND STREET.  (ENTER FROM 
THE MARKET STREET SIDE OF THE BUILDING AND GO TO THE SECOND FLOOR.) 

TIME: 6:00 pm 

In the meantime, should you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 
Domini Cunningham, PLA, CZO 
Historic Preservation Planner 
City of Washington 
dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov 
252-946-0897 
 
Cc: Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 
 Mike Weldin, Chief Building Inspector 

mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov
mailto:dcunningham@washingtonnc.gov


 

(HPC- 21-0008: 238 E 2nd Street) 
Tuesday, February 1, 2022, HPC Meeting 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT & REQUEST FOR ACTION  

 
 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022 – 6:00 PM 

 

DBN-21-0008  : 238 E 2nd Street 

Willy Bell House 

Request: Prevention of demolition by neglect 

Owner: Ronald Ferguson 

Location: 238 E 2nd Street 

Parcel Number: 5675-97-7906 

Attachment: 1.  Site Photos  
2.  Supplemental Materials 
3.  Location Map of Property 

 
The Commission should consider this request based upon general conformance with the Design Standards. 

Structure: The Willy Bell House is a 2 ½ story frame house with Colonial Revival details, a bay 
window, 1920s type porch posts, and gabled dormer. The house was built for Bell, a local 
jeweler, in 1900 and remodeled around 1910. 

Finding of Facts: In January 2021, the Prevention of Demolition by Neglect Subcommittee identified this 
property located at 238 E 2nd Street as a candidate for rehabilitation. The building 
inspector received a complainant’s letter/petition in June 2021 and began investigating 
the issues listed in the complaint. The Building Inspector also completed the inspection 
checklist in June 2021 identifying the following issues:  

a. Deterioration of exterior walls, foundations, or other vertical supports that cause leaning, 
sagging, splitting, listing, or buckling. 

b. Deterioration of flooring or floor supports, roofs, or other horizontal members that cause 
leaning, sagging, splitting, listing, or buckling. 

e. Ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roofs, and foundations, including broken 
windows or doors. 

f. Defective protection or lack of weather protection for exterior walls and roof coverings, 
including lack of paint, or weathering due to lack of paint and/or other protective 
coverings. 

g. Rotting, holes, and other forms of decay. 

h. Deterioration of exterior stairs, porches, handrails, window and door frames, cornices, 
entablatures, wall facings, and architectural details that causes the delamination, instability, 
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loss of shape and form, or crumbling. 

Possible Actions: 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission recognize that the property, including the structure, 
located 238 East Second Street, is undergoing or constitutes demolition by neglect according to Section 40-
387 of the City of Washington NC Zoning Ordinance. The motion is based on the following Findings of Facts:  
the property issue(s) is(are) congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Standards 
specifically, 6.1 - Demolition. 

OR 

I move that the Historic Preservation Commission recognize that the property, including the structure, 
located 238 East Second Street, is not undergoing or constitutes demolition by neglect according to Section 
40-387 of the City of Washington NC Zoning Ordinance.  The motion is based on the following Findings of 
Facts:  the property issue(s) is(are)  is not congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Standards specifically, 6.1 - Demolition. 

OR 

I move the commission continue this Prevention of Demolition by Neglect case and invoke NC GS 160D-947(d), 
which allows the commission to request technical advice from the Historic Preservation Office (HPO). I also 
move the commission seek guidance from the HPO regarding [detailed description of what information the 
commission is seeking from HPO that will aid them in making a defensible decision regarding the case]. We 
would like to remind the applicant pursuant to NC GS 160D-947(d), the HPO has 30 days from the date an official 
request is received from the commission to review and comment on the request. 

Possible Commission Decision & Orders: 
It is the decision of the Historic Preservation Commission, based upon the foregoing findings of fact, that 
the property at 238 E 2nd Street is undergoing and/or constitutes demolition by neglect, but no undue 
economic hardship exists. The property owner shall repairs of the structure begin within ninety (90) days of 
receipt of this decision and order. The property owner shall complete repairs of the structure within six (6) 
months of said beginning date, the repair of those elements deteriorating, contributing to deterioration, 
deteriorated or otherwise undergoing or constituting demolition by neglect as the same are identified on 
the Demolition by Neglect Checklist and as partially illustrated by the pictures received by the Commission, 
which checklist and pictures are incorporated herein by reference. We would like to remind the applicant 
pursuant to NC GS 160D-947(d), the HPO has 30 days from the date an official request is received from the 
commission to review and comment on the request.  
 

OR 
It is the decision of the Historic Preservation Commission, based upon the foregoing findings of fact, that 
the property at 238 E 2nd Street is undergoing and/or constitutes demolition by neglect, and undue 
economic hardship does exist. The property owner should seek financial assistance by [detailed list of 
financing options such as applying for State Tax Credits, seek financial assistance through the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, etc.]. The property owner shall begin repairs of the 
structure within ninety (90) days of receipt of this decision and order. The property owner shall complete 
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within one (1) year of said beginning date, the repair of those elements deteriorating, contributing to 
deterioration, deteriorated or otherwise undergoing or constituting demolition by neglect as the same are 
identified on the Demolition by Neglect Checklist and as partially illustrated by the pictures received by the 
Commission, which checklist and pictures are incorporated herein by reference. We would like to remind 
the applicant pursuant to NC GS 160D-947(d), the HPO has 30 days from the date an official request is 
received from the commission to review and comment on the request. 
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